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Sys at time the Chriſtians under- 
WY/4 ſtood ſcarce Three words of He- 
. brew, how eaſie had it been for 
6s the Jews to corrupt thoſe places 
W which [eemed torefute their Follies ; but Pt: 
ety would not permit them; Religion forbad 
them to move or alter any thing tn the Sacred 
Text : Aud truly when I look upon the 

 unwearred diligence of the MA S Oc 
RITES, I am almoft amazed: For 
all the parts of the Hebrew Bible, being 
accurately reviſed and compared, they ſigned 
with Impreſſed Notes, They obſerved not 
A 3 . ouly 


| 
45 

' 
My 


only how many Verſes and Words, but alſo * 
how many Letters every Book contained, 
wherefore, that afterward , when Barbhariſn 
oreſpread the World, not one point of that Di. 
vine writing periſhed, we owe (next undet 


God) to them, 


whence jſocals 
led, 
2, 


What ate 


Traditions. 
3, Definition of Maſora 


2. The d:ligence of the Heb. | 


Gods providence, | 
5, tho th? Authors of Malo- 
__Ta; two opinions. __.--- 
6, -Aben Ezra, and: Elias 
Levitra, 
7. The Scbool of Tiberias : 
the Hieruſalem Talmud, 


Rabbi Jehuaa. 


8, The Babylon=Schools : | 


their Talmud. 
9, Hillel Hannaſi , his new 
compute. Joſ, Scaliger, 
10. Tiberias decayed. 
11. St. Jerom, hys Hebrew 
Dsfior. 
12 The Maſorites of Tibert- 
as not Anthars. 
13. The Autharity of the Bae 
 bylon-Talmud, 
I4. The Oral Kadala. 
I5, Maſora more antient then 
the Talmud. 
The points before 


IC 


160, LT 
the Maſoretic Notes, 


: 


The JN DE X 


ASOR A, 
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18, 


19- 
2 Os 


Dages and Mappik. 

The Accents noted, 

Matorires offece. 

21. Maſornes the Antients. 

22. Vowels from one Prich. 

23. Puntiation before Tal- 
mud. 

24 .;Chaldee namcs of Points. 

25. Need of Points, 

26. Vowel Points not from 
tye Tiberians 5 why, 

27. The Septuagint. 

28, The Great Synagogue, 

29. Ezra, Nchemiah, ec. 
He! Prieſt, and Alex, M. 


| Zo. Scnbes. Era praiſed, 


31. Ezra, Haggai, Malachi, 
Zorobabel, ec. 

22, Nehem: $, 8, expouind- 

ca. Tertul. and Chryſoſt, 

2. Beginning of Miſorae 

D:ui{ion rf the Bivle, Lu, 
24. 4$o i. 4 

34. StYdiviſon into 22. 

35. Dijtattion of Verſes: 
Fiftion of the Kabaliſts : 
Septuagimt, 

36» Critical Learung : The 
firſk Maſorites, 

37. Reading of the words : 
Vowels and Accents 


A 
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Letters 
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*: 


The Index, 


Letters numbred. 


23. Teſtimonies ſor the men of 


the Great Synagogue, 
39, Elias Levira : $#cceſſto” 


of Maſorites, Ezra ty2 | 


firft Author. 


| 


{ 


ſora, Th? number of the 


Verſes in Geneſfts, &#c. 
41. Notes upon th! Verſes : 
Venice Edition of che Bi- 
ble. 
42, Notes upon the Words, 


43. The writing and reading. 


44. V Vords written fully or 
defeflively. 

45. The place of VVords, 

46. StruFture of Verbs. 

47. Ambiguous ſignification 
noted. 

48. Vowels and Accents 0h» 
/ erued, : ; 

a9. The Letters noted in their 


' 
| 


| 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Figure and Number. 
50, Great Letters obſerved, 
5le Little Letters obſerved, 
F'v; "8 Letter Nun inver- 
ted, 


- | $3. Prick:d wards. 
4.5. The Miter of th! Ma- 


54. The Letters numbred + 
The middle Letter of the 
Law. 

«5. Raf, Saadia Gan. 

56, The Form of the Maſoras 
The Editian of Daniel 
Bomberg, and RaJac.Ben 
Chajim. & 

IT. rhe G?eat aud Littlz 
Maſora:Textua! and Final, 

58. Th2 end of the Maſora : 
The hedge of the Law:: 
Teſtimonies of Jews. 

59. Teflimonies of Chriſtie 
ans, 

60. Concluſion, 
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I, 


7 DD, MNCDs Maſora, Maſoreth 
are Verbal Nouns derived from 
the Root WP, to deliver, and 
are here taken for a DoQtrine or 
Knowledge, which onedeliyers 

ind communicates to another, as it were 
from hand to hand : Thecorrelatiye Verb is 
IP, to receive, 3. tO perceive, know, and 
underſtand ; for what is delivered by word 
of mouth, is received with the Ear, and ſo 
tranſmitted to the Mind : So the Hebrews 
have a ſaying; Moſes recerved the Law from 
Sinai, ard delivered it to Joſhua, Joſhua to 
the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets, the 
Prophets delivered it to the men of the great $y- 
Mgogne, Cap.l. 


B DR 


FM 2 Sox. : yg* * 4g 


RK Ac 


M1 ASO 


Si 


In the New Teſtament mefDoors tr adjitionor 
d.ilivery, is uſually taken for a Dorine or I] | 
Inſtitution about certain Rites and Ceremo- | | 
[ nies; ſo the Jews had many Traditions in- 
vented and preſcribed by the Scribes and 
Doors for the advancement of Piety, that 
| 1s, to keep them by the obſerving of theſe in 
| the better obſervation of Gods Commands, 
whence in Syriac Tradzton is called Perfeition, 
becauſe they imagined that the Law of God, 
i comprehended in writing ſomwhat imper- 
| fealy, was perfected and compleated by ſuch 
i Inſtitutions , but Chriſt hath diſapproved 
: them, ſaying, Te have made yoid the Law of 
| God by your Traaition, Mat, 15,6, Cap, 1, 


' III 


-. Maſfora, as we take it here by a Synecdo- 
che, ſignifies the Critical Dorine abouttheJ ,,; 
| Holy Hebrew Text, and may be thus detined:Y} ;,; 
4 A Critical Doqrine concerning the Hebrew 9% 
| Text of Holy Scripture,ingeniouſly invented] (,,, 
| by the antient wiſe men of the Hebrews,wher-ll ©, { 
! by the Verſes, Words, and Letters there- 
q of were numbred, and all the variety of then 
= ---- — marked 


| A 

M ASOR A, 3 
marked and ſhewed in their ſeveral places 
with the particular Verſes recited, that ſo the 
conſtant and genuine reading of the Text 
might be preſerved, and for ever ſecured 
from all chang and corruption : Hence is that 
ſaying of the Rabbins, The /Ma/ora is the 
Heage or Fence of the Law, Cap.2, 


LY, 


In this Study, admirable was the diligence 
of the antient Hebrews; their.Zeal in conſer- 
ving the Text of Gods Word moſt ardent, 
inimitable, and withour example in any other 
Nation of the whole World was their Labor. 
No leſs to be admired is the providence of 
God, ſhining forth roward the Gentiles, who 
were to be called to the knowledpe of him by 
the Scripture : For here, through Eaſt and 
Welt, the Word of God 18 of one reading; 
tne Books do all conſent wich perfe& Harmo- 
by, a Hippineſs granted to no other Nation, 
no other Books in the World : That moſt 
antilent Writer of the Chriſtian Church 
ju! iz Martyr, juſtly aſcribs it co the ſingular 
careand providence of God, that the J-ws 
ſo ſtudiouſly in their Synagogues kepr ſafe 
ind ſound the holy Writings for our uſe and 
denefir, Serm, ad Gertes i And St, Auſtin 

B 2 ſtiles 
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{tiles the Jews, our Serwitors to CATYY OY books 
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for us, \n Pſal, 41. Cap. 2+ 


V. 


+ ' The Authors of Maſoraare named by the 
' Hebrews IYMDPN N?V1 in .our Schools the 


Mafereths, from their handling the /1aſora, 
or Critical Docrine : Who they were 1n- 
deed, where or when they lived, is not eaſily 
to be determined. Two opinions there are 
eſpecially among the Rabbins ; the one, 
that the Authors were the wiſe men of the 


».25. City Tiberias 3 the other, that the ſaſora 


. 
: - 


4 


was written by the men of the Great Syna- 
goSue, . or the great Council called by the 
Prophet Ezra, Cap. 3. 

Vt. 


They of the firſt opinion do not only at- 
tribute the Maſora to the wiſe men of Tiber;- 


4, but will have them to be the firſt Inven- | 


tors of the Points, Vowels, and Accents, 
Among theſe, the firſt is R. Aben Ezra (he 
flouriſhed in the year of Chriſt 1150,) who 
in his Grammer plainly faith, Thus was theCa- 
ſtom of the wiſe men of Tiberias, for of them 
were the eAuthors of the Maſora, and ire 

Rem 


_ fol worms 


A 
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them have we received all the pointing ; and of- 
ten doth he mention thoſe wiſe men in the 
ſame Book, and commends them ſeveral 
times for their $kil in reading and genuine 
pronuntiation , his ſecond in this opinion 1s 


ie Elias Lewita, a Jew of Germany, and a Fa- 
be mous Grammartan in the Laſt age, and one 
a, that in the explication of the whole /1sſora, 
IN- 


l and particularly in the curious handling of this 
ily |} part, got the praiſe from all the Rabbins of 
ire FE his people. In ſundry Prefaces to his Maſe» 
ne, I reth Hanmaſoreth, his opinion touching the 
original of MMafora, and the Vowel points, 
fora WF .is this in ſhort: 1, That there were innume- 
Ni- I rable eAnthors of the Maſora 1n divers ages, 
the IU >. Thatthe time of the beginning of them and 
the end #5 uncertain. 3, That the Hebrews of 
T:iberias firſ# wrote the Maſora, and 1ny:nted 

the points of Wowels and of Accents, after the 


Talmud was finiſhed, i, long after, $00. years 
fince our Saviour Chriſt, Cap. 3, 


VII. 


The City of Tiber: as, which produced the 4- 
Maſoreth, of all the Jews moſt expertin the © 
Hebrew Tongue, was inthe Land of Galilee, 
ſeated near the Lake of Henne-Caroh, of 
whoſe Riſe and Scituation, Foſephw thar noble 

B 3 and 
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and moſt antient Writer of the Jewiſh AF. 
fairs informs us, Azrig. 1b, 18. c. 3, And 
when after the deſolation of Feruſalem by the 
Roman Army, ſome Reliques of the Learned 
Jews eſcaped into Babylon, and ſome remain- 
edin Paleftin, theſe by a little and little in 
the more commodious places and cities, re- 
ſtored their Schools and Aſſemblies, and this 
T tber1as was one of thoſe Cities celebrated in 
the writing of the Hebrews, and adorned 
with ſome Names of wiſe and learned men, 
and enjoyed that honor till the year of Chrilt 
- 230. after which time the Chronicles of the 
Hebrews relate nothing very memorable con- 
cerning Schools, and the Studies of good 
learning in Fudea; for here Rabb: Fehnda, at- 
ter the publiſhing of the Jeruſalem T almud, 
died in the fame or the following year, and at- 
rer his death, the Studens in Fudea were diſ- 
perſed, and the Schools tranilated into Baty: 
los, Cap. 4.G 5. | 


V1. 


Thus the Schools of Tadea as it were expt- 
ring with R. Zehada the Saint , their Light 
and Life, and the principal Schollars being 
removed about the year 230. out of Palc$Fm 
into Babylos , there did they renew their 

| Studies 
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Studies with great Fervor; chiefly did the 


Profeſſion of rhe Jewiſh Law flouriſh, com- 
prehended in the Book Miſchna, their Corpus 
7urts as it were : This was the SubjeRt of thei 
Lectures and Diſputations , ſo that after- 
ward, in the year after the deſtruction of the 
City 436. as Elias puts it, that is of Chriſt 
506, came forth the Babyloman T almund di- 
{tintinto ſix principal parts, and Sixty three 
Books, by which even until this day , the 
whole Nation of the Jews are governed. In 
the year of Chriſt 1037, then the Babylonian 
Schools were altogether extinguiſhed , the 
wiſe Maſters vaniſhed thence,and fixed them- 
ſelves in another Sphear, in Spain and other 
parts of Emrope, as R. Abraham and other 
Writers teſtifie, Cap. 6. : 


I X, 


It ſeems yet that all Learning did not die 
in Paleſtin with Rabbi Fehuda the Saint, for 
though the Chronicles give us nothing me- 
morable after him, yet the Hebrew Hiſtory 
makes mention of ſome Doors of Schools 
inthe Land of Iſrael, as may be ſeen in F«- 
chaſin, fol. 106, In the year of Chriſt 340. 


7.7 


Hillel H anna{j was famous among the Jews,  '- 


both a Philoſopher and excellent :;Aſtrono- 
B 4 _ 


S M ASOR A. 


mer. ſo that he madea new Compute : nd 
Zoſ Scaliger in his Book of De Emtndatione 
Temp. p. 544. faith, Thenew Compute was 
the worke of the MaSters of Tyberias, We 
read of none but this H//e/ that reformed the 
Kalender ; therefore by the Maſters of T ybe- 
7144 we muſt underſtand Hille/; the rather, 
becauſe all the Jews unto this day do follow 
his Computation , and will follow it till the 
time of their Deliverer whom they expe, as 
we ſeein /nchajinfol. go. According to Sca- 
Liger then, this Hillel {ivedin T yberias ., and 
ro that time T yber145 was notdecayed, Cap.”7. 


X, 


That ſomething of the Schools in Paleſ/n 
remained till this time , appeareth by Schal- 
ſchelet fol, 34. He (R. Jehuda Nefia ) was 
 thefather of Rabbi Hillel the Prince, who was 
promoted into a Maſter in th: Land of \rael, and 
the laſt of the promoted, as may be ſeen 11 the 
Talmudical Book De 1dololatria. And in Tze- 
mach Dawid , where is mention of this Hillel 
fol. 47. Thepromotedin the Fews of Iſrael cea- 
ſed in him, Now if Scholaſtical promotion 
here ceaſed, it is very probable that profefli- 
ons and publick exerciſes ceaſed alſo, being 
thoſe Dignities are the rewards of an excel- 

lent 


A 
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d {ent learning , ordained for the conſeryation 

P: and propagation of ſtudies; whick is made 

s | moreprobable, in thatthe Chronicles of the ib 

e | Hebrews relate nothing at all, after this H:/- FRE 

e Tf /e/, touching the Schools or Wiſe men of Pa- | | 

e- I /:/:2, bur purſue the Schoois of Babylon to the i 

I, aſt, Cap. * Iu 'F i 

it 

X!, 


Yet St. Hierow, a very antient Writer of + 'N 
the Chriſtian Church,carries us a little farther, | 
For he, when he tranſlated the Hebrew Bible 
into Latin, procured a Learned Jew from T7 
| ber1as z Whoſe help hevied inthe interpreta- Wil 
| tion of the Book of Chronicles ; a certain W 
Doftor of the Law, admir's amougthe Hebrews, | 
by whoſe aſſiſtance he was ercouraged to oo | il 1 
throughwith his trarſlation , as himſelf tell us IN! 
in the preface to that Bock, Now St, Hierom, 
as our Chronologcrs ſay, ended his life art 
Bethelem inthe year of Chriſt 420, or 4.22, jþ 
| (uppoſe he might be upon his 1ncerpretation Y wal 
about the year 400. being he ſpent ſome , on 
years about it, and liv'd ſome years after it (0 
was finiſhed , to hear the cenſures of men for | 
it or againſtir, and ro make his defence at ſun- 
dry times, Cap, 7. 


X IT. 
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Thus we have ſearched into the ſtudies of 
theſe Tyberians , and followed them to the 
year 400. drawn on by ſome hope of finding | 
the moſt wiſe College.of Maſoreths at Tyberi- Þ {cr 
| as, Wehave found indeed, that learning, af- Þ the 
| terthe waſte of fernſalem , was a long time MW /a! 
conſerved in Pal:ſtin , and eſpecially in the Þ ant 
City of T yberias , but, being the Hebrew Hi- F brc 
ſtory purſues rhe courſe of ſtudies and the ſe- I ces 
veral generations of wiſe men to a thouſand Þl the 
| years1n Babylon, and leaves off in PaleFtin or | Scr 
the Land of /ſrae/ about the year 340,cnding Þ (cl 
with Hl] the Prince , itis no way credible, K mc 
that afrer 500, or about 600. years from || an' 
Chriſt , or more, ſo many mighty Scholars Þ red 
were extant at T yberzas, who above all the El iſh 
Jews were moſt exerciſed in the Reading of Þ rui 
holy Scriprures, and were the authors of an Þ we 
invention, ſo new, ſoadmired, of ſuch con- Iſh vig 
cernmert tothe moſt ſober and moſt weighty © the 
handling of the ſacred Letters , and delivered © ani 
the ſame , without any witneſſe , withour a- | Sct 
ny hiſtory , without any memory of Books; | lot 
delivered it, Ilay, as adivine Oracle to be EW az 
accepted by all the Nation of the Jews, yea by Iſl aln 
the whole world, whereſoever the Word of Il thc 


God 


- 


M ASORGOA. I! 


God was communicated or to be communic a- 
iced, Cap. fs | 


XIIT. 


Moreover , being the Elaboration, Con- 
ſcription, authors, and whatſoever pertains to Wi 
the hiſtory of theſe books of both the Jera- Wil 445 
ne W /alem and Babylon-Talmud , was obſerved WR 
he £ and noted with great care by the He- ' i 
li- B brews, how was it poſlible they ſhould con- Will 

ſe- © ceal thar which concerned the genuine , au- Will |: 
nd E thentick andeverlaſting reading of the ſacred *We; 
or |} Scripiure, Again being the molt vaunting and Wi 14 
ns Þ ſelf conceited Jews of Baby/on, dwelling ina Wills 
e, K moſt flouriſhing Empire , by the authority Wl: 
Im || and celebrity of their Doctrin, quickly obſcu- Wl. |! 

ars © red & atlergth wholly extinguiſhed, che Jew- 
he I iſh Maſters and their Schools lefr among the TREK 
ruines and rubbiſh of poor Pale/t;i», how can Wii i; 
an | we imagine, that after ſo many ages, in ſuch WW: 
n- vigour and pride of their ſtudies at Babylon , I 


ty they would have given up the eternal praiſe Wil” i! 
ed Wl and glory of this Critical ftudy abour holy Wh 
a- | Scripture, and permitted theſe T yberians a- Ef it 


S; lone to enjoy it ? Further, being the Babylo- 
be WW ar Jews overcame, darkned and brought 
by Þ almoſt to nothing the Jeruſalem-T almad by 
of © their Babylonian-Talmud, and obtained ſo 
od much 


10 M1 480 R A, 


XII. 


Thus we have ſearched into the ſtudies of | 


theſe Tyberians , and followed them to the 
year 400. drawn on by ſome hope of finding 
the moſt wiſe College of HMaſoreths at Tyberi- 
as, Wehave foundindeed, that learning, af- 
rer the waſte of Ferauſalem , was a long time 
conſerved in Pal:ftim , and eſpecially in the 
City of T yber1as z but, being the Hebrew Hi- 
ſtory purſues rhe courſe of ſtudies and the ſe- 
veral generations of wiſe men to a thouſand 
years in Babylon, and leaves off in PaleFin or 
the Land of /ſrae/ about the year 340,cnding 
with Hillel che Prince , itis no way credible, 
that afrer 500, or about 600. years from 
Chriſt , or more, ſo many mighty Scholars 
were extant at T yberias , who above all the 
Jews were moſt exerciſed in the Reading of 
holy Scriptures, and were the authors of an 


invention, ſo new, ſoadmired, of ſuch con- | 


cernmer.t tothe moſt ſober and moſt weighty 
handling of che ſacred Letters , and delivered 
the ſame , without any witneſſe , withour a- 
ny hiſtory , without any memory of Books; 
delivered it, Iſay, as adivine Oracle to be 
accepted by all the Nation of the Jews, yea by 
the whole world, whereſoever the Word of 


| God 


[ 


- 


"A 
M ASORGA. I! 


God was communicated or to be communica- 
tied, C ap. Fo | 


XIIL. 


Moreover, being the Elaboration, Con- 
ſcription, authors, and whatſoever pertains to 
the hiſtory of theſe books of both the Jera- 
ſalem and Babylon-Talmud , was obſerved 
and noted with great care by the He- 
brews, how was it poſſible they ſhould con. 
ceal thar which concerned the genuine, au- 
thentick and everlaſting reading of the ſacred 
Scripuure. Again being the molt vaunting and 
ſelf conceited Jews of Baby/on, dwelling in a 
moſt flouriſhing Empire , by the authority 
and celebrity of their Doctrin, quickly obſcu- 
red & atlergth wholly extinguiſhed, che Jew- 
iſh Maſters and their Schools left among the 
ruines and rubbiſh of poor Pale/t;n, how can 
we imagine, that after ſo many ages, in ſuch 
vigour and pride of their ſtudies at Babylon , 
they would have given up the eternal praiſe 
and glory of this Critical ftudy about holy 
Scripture, and permitted theſe T yberians a- 
lone to enjoy it ? Further, being the Babylo- 
an Jews overcame , darkned and brought 
almoſt to nothing the Jeruſalem-T almnd by 
their Babylonian-Talmud, and obtained ſo 

much 
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much authority to theirs, that thereby the 
whole Jewiſh Nation under heaven muſt be 
for ever ruled, as it is this very day, how Il!) 
could it be that they have not alſo procured A ” 
to themſelves the authoriry , credit and I} 't. 
renown of thisMaſoreticalLearning ! Cap, 7, I #01 


XIV. 1 


| + Further yet, if the Tyberian Jews after the I #1 
4 Babylon Talmnd itudies flouriſhing a thou- ſai 
ſand years at Babylon , were the authors of || 
the 1a/ora and the points of the ſacred Read: | 7 
ins, how were they able to do ſuch a work 

without the knowledge of the Babylomans, 

with whom all the Jewiſh learning was in its 

height ! how could they affect it, without 

their conſent and common approbation? Sure | ſo 
'Y ly , that Readings which was tyedto the exter- £ 
'F nal figures of vowels, and confirmed by 1a- cl 
KF ſoretich_notes,, required the teſtimony and II P* 
approbation of all the Jewiſh Congregation af 
$ to ſhew its conformity and agreement with ſe 
I the old Moſaick and prophetical authentick I 4 
i Reading, in all and every one ofthe letters tt 
and vowels, even to the leaſt prick. Butof  V 
thiseither communication of Counſel or ap-|j| * 
probation of the eaterpriſe, there is not ex- th 
tall 


—_ 
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tant onetittle in all the hiſtory of the Jews. 
No queſtion , if the firſt writers after the Ba- 
bylon T almud bad wholly been filent, yetthe 
oral Kabala would never ſo have ſuppreſſed 
it, or withdrawn it from poſterity , but thar 
ſome time or other it would have been difco- 
vered by ſome body. Laſtly , by the con- 
feſſion of El:as himſelf , the Authors of the 
Maſora werein divers generations almoſt in- 
numerable , their beginning and end uncer- 
tain ; how then can the Tber:ians alone be 
laid to be the Authors ? how is the beginning 


thereof aſcribed to the time after the Babylon- 
Talmud ? C ap. 'f 


XV. 


Aben Eſra (as above) ſaid, that the Ma. 


ſora and punRation proceeded from the Wife 


men of Tyberias : Elias Levita defined the 


circumſtance of time , and ſaid this came to 

paſſe, and the Maſora was written by them | 
after the Talmud, But if both the name it 
ſelfand the things contained in the Maſora , 
as are the diſtinRtion of the Text into verſes, 
the noting of words according to their divers 
writing and reading , and the obſervation of 
the ſame words written fully or defeRively , 
the quality of letters, and the dinnmeration'of 


all 


of punation, and wrote the aſora, whence. 


"ih 

14 M ASOR A, 
all the words, and verſes be mentioned in the 
Talmud: if alſothe Talmud ſometimes deter- 
mines or diſputes againſt the aſora: then 
it follows, that the uſe and knowledge of the 
Maſora, in the greateſt part , was before the 
Talmul , and conſequently the ſentence of 


Elias cannot hold, And theſe particulars are 
declared, Cap. 8. 


X VI. 
_ Elias faith, the Tyberians invented the art 


they were called Maſoreths, But we may ar-” Þ Mm 
Sue from the /Azaſoretick notes themſelves, M W 
that the /ſaſora now extant, and the points, 
had notthe ſame Authors, For example, 
Gen, 16. 13. it is written MMM” UW, and 
verſe 15, W1'DU, where the Gloſle of the 
Maſoreths , every MV «© with Kametz ( the 
little, z. tzere) excepting fox with Sxgol, If 
the Authors of the PunRation and Maſorabe 
the ſame , what reaſon had they to point fix 
only ' of ſo many hundred , againſt the com- 
mon form ? Why are thoſe fix here alledg- 
edinthe Maſcra ſo pointed , and no other ? 
why have they diſcovered rhe irregularity 
themſelves by adding a note? ſurely, they 
'were not the ſame men who made thePuncta- 

| tion 


| "= 
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'- @ tion and the Maſere; butthe Maſoreths who 
-. WU reviſed the Forms of words, and toundit fo 
.n Þ in the Copies pointed formerly, did therefore 
\e MN ſpecifie this Form ; for they did not give 
' I themſelves this right, to change theleaſt prick 
of © in the Sacred Text, nor would permit that 
re Ml Licenſe to any, becauſe rhe Authority of 
Holy Scripture, ought to be inviolable, whoſe 
Form being Authentick and Divine, and ſo 
acknowledged by them, no boldneſs of man 
could ajter without extream Impiety. They 
put a Note therefore to theſe ſix, that even 


rt 

ce. Þ intheleaftthe Text of Scripture might evers- 
r= | more remain Inviolate, the only Scope of the 

s, | whole Maſora. Cap. 9. | 

CY | 

le, XVII. 

nd 

he Another example hereof, Gey. 19. 2. Itis + 


he written 13 . the Maſorites, every IT of the 

If | ſignification of WI 5 with Kameiz (the little 5. 
be t2ere) except this one. Wherefore in ſo many 
fix | places have they printed this word always 
m- | alike, this one place excepted? Wherfore have 
lo- I} they, ifthemſelves were Authors of this Pun- 
r> | Qation,ſhewed their Novelty by their Gloſs? 
ity || Why the Maſorcths ſeeing this word in their 
ey || Copicsprinted ſo in this place formerly by 0- 
ta- | thers,added their note that none might alterit, 
10n | which 


| which every one might mdſt eaſily have done 


degenerate from a Divine to a Humane ſenſe. 


' ſelf within any bounds, The Rule is, that 


Law, once 'in the Prophets, once in the 


© dA 2 


according to Grammer, Many more exam- 
ples are ſer down, Cap, 9. 


X VIIT. 


| [ 

As of the Vowel-points, ſo alſo theincon- 
ſtant uſe of the Points, Dages, and Mappik, is ; 
obſerved and noted by the Maſoreths,whence fl ; 


it may very probably be concluded that the I , 


AMaforeths, or the Anthors of the written I ;; 
Maſora, were not withall the Inventors of I» 
theſe two points, ana then wrote a Maſora | 
of them, bur judged of their Inconſtancy 
in the Books formerly pointed, and added 
their Maſoretical Notes, that they foundW it 
thus and thus in their Books ; nor was it law- 
full for any man to amend the leaſt point in 
Holy Writ, leaſt in timeit ſhould by Degrees 


For the boldneſs of man, hardly contains its 


the four Guttural Letters admit not Dages - 
yet the Maforeths noted the Letter N to be 
dageſlſed four times, for ſo they foundit in 
their Books ; Mappik hath a neceſſary uſe 
yet the Maſoreths have obſeryed and noted 
the omiffion of it in 7? thrice, once inthe 


Hagiograe 


M A $,0.R A. t 
Hagiographa, for the ſame reaſon. ( ap. 9. 


1c 


N- 2 . 
X IX. 
 Alfo from the divers uſe of the Accents and 
the Notes upon them, it appears that the In- 
n-  ventorsof the Accents, and the Authors of 
\is I the Maſora, were not the ſame perſons , but 
ice | the Maſoreths, as they ſaw the uſe of the 
che Il Accents in the Books afore pointed, ſo wrote 
ten the Mzafora of them, Ger. 3o. 19. upon 
of [CO-7I. the Sixth $01, "the Maſoreths note, 


ora ever) Bey before Makkaph , hath Pathach 
ncy {the littles. Segot) except four ; the other 
ded Elthree are extant, 1 Sam. 22,20, 2 Sam. 9g. 
fit Nrz. Ezeb. 18. 20, Again [2 with an Accenc 
aW- hath always Tzere, EXCePt fix, which with 
tin Nan Accent bave Segol,j juſt as if they were be- 
reeS fore Makkaph : The Places are cited in the 
nſe.. Maſora Pſal. 27. 4.1s written MT, the a. 
S ItS Wore. {t 55 not fonnd elſewhere with Pathach and 
that I 4: byach. If theſe Maſoreths were alſo the 
Printers, why did they not point it as elſe- 
where M2 Pſal. 104. 34. What the 

found in their Books, that they x 


Cap. 9. 


e X x: 


) 


L. % 
. 
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N XN, 


+ There are infinite examples ofthe like kind, 
andthe whole Maſora ſhews that the Ma'o- 
reths were not the Authors of the Vowels 
and Accents, bnt only noted. what was before 
Invented; for otherwiſe why ſhould they | 
bring in ſo many Anomalies to perplex the ſ | 
Reafer, when they might eafily have kept , 
the Analogy of the Tongue ? bur their office F 
only was, to note the Form of the facred ſh ; 
Text in the Verſes, Words, and Letters, Þ þ 
exaQly, as they had it in their Copies, and ſp, 
judgeditto be Authentick, tothe end it might N ;| 
remain to all Poſterity uncorrupted and un-fF 1, 
changed ; or if any diverſity ſhould happen 
by miſtake or negligence of Tranſcribers , 
it might by thoſe Notes be correRed and re- 
ſtored. Cap.g, þ. 72. 


N þ i © | 


+ Neither is it probable that the Inventors 
of the Points, and the Authors of the Ma- 
fora, lived at the ſame time, for then might 
they have enquired of them the reaſon of the 
more notable Anonymies and Diverſities, 
and ſerit down 1n writing, that ſo Poſterity 


might} 


| 
n 


might not have been perplexed with the com- 
mon Accidents of Grammer, in a Language 
otherwiſe plain. Bur ſeeing we have great 
evidence that the principal parts of the A1a- 
'o- MW ſora, and conſequently the firſt Maſorerhs 
els were before the Jewiſh Talmud, and thar a 
re W long time (for they are by the Talmudiſts 
ey WW called "NON? the Antients, wemay conclude 
the © that this partalſo of the Maſora touching the 
ept | words arrayed with Vowel-points, and Ac- 
nce F cents, was compoſed by thoſe Antiens and 

their Succeſſors before the Ta/mnl, and not 

by the T yberians many ages after, when there 

was neither the ſame vigor of Studies, nor 
_ the ſame Felicity of wits, nor ſo great con- 
venience and frequency of Schools, all chings 

being diſturbed by Wars and cruel Perſecuti- 


ons, Cap.9. Þ. 73. 
XXII. 


The Vowel points ſeem to be deduced 
from one ſingle prick, A prick below the 
Letrer is Chireck,; in the midſt Schurck; 
above, Cholem:; being doubled below the 
Letter, and placed fidewiſe, it is Tzere, and 
by confluence Pathach., being placed per- 
pendicularly, one above the other, Shewa ; 
being tripled in the Form of a Triangle, 

C.-2 Segol. 
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Segol , and by confluence Kawets, &c, ſl nc 
CaPp. 9. th 
of 

XA TIIH. in 

br 

7 GR the T almuaical Book Neaarim.,, fol. 3:7, ip: 
* the DoRors diſpute whether it be lawful co Il th 
each the Law for a Reward ?, Some affirm, | ca 
others deny, others diſtinguiſh, Some ſaid | we 
MNAIU NU 2a Reward of obſervation, and in- na 


ſpeRion of Children, that they may keep I dit 
home, repeat their Leſſons, not run abour, I ſor 
not be wanton, is lawfully received: Ano- ||| the 
ther, R. Jochanan ſaid, Ir is alſo lawfull to Þ Sex 
” - rake reward for teaching the pa#ſes of the Ac: ih © 
cents, The Gloſs of K. Solomon,” for Leache 

ing the punttation and the Accents: But how 

could they teach theſe, if indeed no Puni- 

tion was then extant ? Cap. gs 


nec 
XXIV. © Oki 

| cot 

| 4. That the Points came from Mount Sai, | the 


and were given to the people by Moſes, not. w2 
a few of the Rabbis, and thoſe of no vulgar] oft 
Authority, have determined , that the names} ty 

of the points which are now uſed, and are} Do 
partly mentioned in the Maſora, were allo this 
given by Moſes from the Mount, they doſſ teſt 
not 


Segol, &c. is of no force againſt us, Cap. 9. 


3 
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not affirm, but moſt of the Rabbins ſay, 
theſe names had their beginning from theMen 
of the great Synagogue, who had good Skill 


in both Tongues, the Chaldee and the He- 


brew. Ard che J-ws ofthe ſecond Temple 
ſpake P'N0W9 PW? the Chaldee Language cr 
the Syriac . very many words alſo and names 
came new with them out of Babylox, Irs no 
wonder then , that rhe men of the great Sy- 
nagSogue made uſe of the Chaldee in -the tra- 
dition or delivery of the Points and the Aa- 
ſora. Wherhfore what Elias .objeRteth from 
the Syriac and Babybolonic - names: of Zer: 


2 


XX V. 


And as to whatE/:as ſaith, that they had no 
need of Points, who were ſo exerciſed and 


I Skilledin the Hebrew Tongue , that they 


| could read without them, it may be true of 


the Men ofthe great Synagogue, amonglt 


whom ſome Prophets were intermixed, bur 


of the Jews Univerſally, and of their poſter1- 
ty when Prophecy ceaſed, and che Heavenly 
Dodrin by God's juſt judgment was decay'd, 
this can no wiſe be granted, asall times do 
teſtifie, and is confirmed by experience ar this 


C 3 day. 


A 
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day. And whereas he faith, thar by the Tra. 
diction and ProteQtion of the Prophets , they 
accurately kept in remembrance and could 
rell, where a pauſe wasto bemade, or the 
ſpeech continued , it may be gringed of the 
Prophets immediately by God inftructed , 
but chat the following people even to theTal- 
mudsfts could do the ſame, after ſo many ca. 
lamities and perſecutions, 1s altogether im- 
poſſible, What humane. wit, what memory | 
was able to retain ſo exaQly the diſtin& pau- } 
ſes of many thouland Verfes, the diſtin& pro- | 
nuntiation of ſo many thouſand Words , ſo 

that no error ſhould be commitred in any 
| Member, inany Voice or Vowell, untill 
Elias's Tiberian Maſoreths ? who can be- 
lieve, that thoſe T iberiqns, Men never fa. 
mous, never mentioned with honour , had 
a fuller meaſure and greater efficacy of the 
divine Spirit thep the Men whoſe Counſells 
and de{ignes were happily conducted by the | 
direction of the Prophets, Zachary, Meala- | 
ehy,and Eſra? Caprg, | 


A 


> 
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XXVLI. 


euiſhing Accents were added to the Holy 
Scripture by thoſe Tiberians , or ſuch like 
Men of the Common fort , then that ſenſe 


which the Reading of the Voweli-Points and 


the diſtinguiſhing exhibites, muſt neceſlarily 
be of humaue authority ,and conſequently un« 
certain, not Divineand Propheticall , and fo 
Authentick, then thoſe Points, in places 
doubtfull , ambiguous and difficult, may be 
changed by any other Learned Man, and 0- 
thers ſubſtituted for them : There will be 
contention who ſhall be the more Learned, 
and more Skilfull in Correction : Then, e- 
verywhere will be great doubt, the ſame 
Word by reaſon of but one Point changed 
paſſing into another ſenſe : Then , the 
Text conſiſting of naked Letters will be like 
Wax, mutable into divers forms : Then, in 
ſuch debates will be no ſupream Judge , and 
ſo no Canon of the Sacred Scripture of the 
Old Teſtament , which may be the meaſure 
and the end of controverted interpretation. 


( 4p. 9. | 


wy C 4- XX VI, 


Plainly , if the Vowell-points aud diſtin. -+ 


* 8 


[ 
A. 


MASOR A. 


XXVII. 


Nor is itenough to ay, the Text in the 
Letters is incorrupt and anchanged, and that 
may be judge. For the Vowels, are the ſoul 
giving - life to the diſtin& Words, and the 
' Word written with bare Conſonants , cannot 

be read nor underſtoo0d without Vowels; and 
eſpecially in dark and difficult places, one will 
adde theſe Vowels, another thoſe , asevery 
_ own ſhall attempt to draw forth the meanins, 
| Here is need of another Judge , the Word 
written with naked Letters cannot ſpeik for 
Itſelf : The Greek verfion of the xx. dif- 
ters from the Hebrew Text, notonly in the 
reading of Vowels but Letters alſo, fo that 
It cannot be Judge, Where wilt you ſeek 
another > Shall the Servant give ſentence 
upon the Lord , the waiting Maid upon her 
Royal Lady ? or ſhall the living' and moſt 
clear fountain be tryed-by the Taſt and Co- 
lour of the troubled and muddy ſtream ; ? 


Cap. 9. 
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The other Opinion ew. 
ins theAuthors of the 4-ſora is, that rhe Ma- 
ſora was written by the Men of the great Sy- 


nagogue , whom they {tile in their Books, 
S993 0 WR, This is the grea: 


Comm amtiered by. Sera the Pewk ,- 


the Preſident thereof, after the Babylonian 
Captivity : by whoſe help and 3fliſtance he 


teſtored the. Church of Fera/alem and of all- 


the Jews.,' purging and reforming it from 
many corruptions, errors and vices, contra- 
Qed in Bavz/ou, For this Office, when he 
departed from Babylon to feruſalem, by the 
Graceof God , and the Authority of King 
Artaxerxes was committed to him, as appears 
by the Kings Letters Eſr, 7, Not long after 
him the King ſent away Nehemias alſo, as a 
moſt faithfull Colleague and zealous aſſiſtant, 
who beingaried with the RoyalCommiſhon 


| and publick authority , promored the refor- 


mation of the City and the Church with great 
ferv6ur of affetion,as the Book of Nehemiah 
ſhewes. Cap. 10. 
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of the Hebrews touch- + 
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X X IX. 


Era and Nehemiah, aſſociated to them- 
ſelvs others of the prime Men of the people, 
and the. wiſeſt, ſo that the whole Council 
completed the'number of 120, Men ;_ which 
Council is: of molt worthy memory. , fre- 
quently in the Writings of the "Hebrews. 
Hence in the Chronicle F«chaſpn, fol. 13. It 
isread of this Counſell, hen ConFitutions 
are named abſolutely, they are from Eſta. And 
the nou of Fadgement of Eſta , is that which 
# called the great $ynag gue or the great Conn- 
cit, which reſtored the Crown unto the antient 
eft.cce. The Hebrews had three Crowns of 
the Law , thePriefthood and the Kingdome. 
The Crown of the Law, z. the Study of Wiſ- 
dom, and che knowledge of the Divine Law, 
was the greateſt of all , according to that 
Prov. 8.15. By me ( 4, Wiſdome) Kongs 
Raign, This Crown Eſra which his Col- 
leagues reduced to the Primitive Conditiongz.e. 
H2 reformed the Ecclefhaftical Common- 
wealth from the filth, and pollutions of Baby- 
len, and reduced it to the old integrity , and 
purged che Holy Scripture from the deceit- 
m!l Books of the falſe Prophets, and from 
all corruptions, Therefore in the 7eruſalem- 

T al- 
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Talmud, in the Book Megilla, c. 4. in fine : 
When the men of the great $ ynagogue aroſe, they 


= reſtored magniſicence, 1, The Crown of the 
| Law, then whoſe magnificence, none is great- 
| er. Don Iſaac Abarbinel in the preface to his 


MAR NN Commemorates the principal 
men of this Council , moſt of whom came 
from Babylon and Feruſalem with Zorobabel : 
T he Catalogue, ſaith he, of the men of the great 
Council are Hasxus the Prophets, Zacharias the 


$ Prophet, Malachias the Prophet, Zorobabel the 


ſon of Schealtie], Mordecai, Bilfohan, Ezra the 


: Prieſt and Scribe, Tehoſua the Fon of Johotze- 
& dekrhe Prieſt, Seraja, Realja, Miſpar Bigzus, 


Rachum, Bana, Nehemiah rhe Son of Qhacilja. 
T heſe are the twelve prime Men, &c. Thelafſt 
man ( faith Rabb: Moſes ben Meijnmen, ) in 


E whom the Council ended, was YET pipe 


Simeon the juF , he who went torch to meet 
the great Alexander,in bis Prieſtly habit, and 


Z inchned him to ſhew Clemency toward the 


City ; which ſtory is famous among the He- 
brews, It happened, according to their ac- 


count, in the fourth year after the building of ) 
the ſecond Temple, whence we gather, that 


tae men of this Synod ſupervived beyond for- 


ty years, - All this is to ſhew , that the He- 
brews eſteemed this Synod of very great Au- 


thority. (@p. 10. 
XXX, 
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The head and Prefident of this Synod, Ez.- 
ra was, above all the reſt, furniſhed with fin- 
Sular gifts of God for theſe affairs: chiefly 
was he expert in the Divine Law , in the 1n- 
rerpretation and deſcription of rhe Sacred 
Scripture molt exerciſed, for which he 1s 
commended Eſr, 7, 6. He was a ready Scribe 
in the Law of Moſes, VND TID NT} 
TW FIN. A Scribe he is called, not ſo 
much 4 Scribendo, from writing, as from 
declaring and explaining the things contained 
1: the Holy Scriptures. For WD 4a Book, 
"I'D an interpreter of Books, a Doftor,a Scribe. 
And by no Book was gotten greater praiſe , 
then by the Book of the Law ;: whence MID 
a Lawycr, who taught and interpreted the 
Law of God. $o1in the New Teſtament they 
are ſometimes ſtiled yeaumeres Scribes, who 
iniructed the people, ſomerimes yopunos Shyl- 
full of the Law. 
MD 2 Scribe who did write Letters, In- 
ſtruments, Books, Contracts and ſuch like , 
asin Pſa. 4 ;.2. My Tongne u the Pen-of a 
ready Scribe, ND DAD BY "107; But 
Eſra was excellent both -wayes, being at 
once a Learned expounder of che Law, and 
a rea- 


Yet properly was he called | 


Fr 
M'ASORA ts 


a ready Writer of it : For Ezra had prepared 
his heart to ſeek, the Law of the Lord, andtodo 
;t and to teachin Iſrael Statutes and Tudgments 
Ez. 7.10. WA NR &T17 1239 pan KA 03 


age) by NO mY Mon ml 


Hence alſo they compare him to Moſes for the 


excellency of his Dignity, as we may read in 
both T almads , and he was juſtly named Ezra, 
for WY, NVy is help, St, Ferom renders it 
Adjutor, a Helper. 


XXX1, 


Ezra therefore being ſollicitous to help a 
decayed Church, and to reform it, diſtributed 
Offices Eccleſiaſtical , inſtituted Sacrifices , 
conlecrated Veſlels appointed for Divine 
uſes, celebrated Solemn Feaſts, .proclaimed 
Faſts and Repentance, cleanſed the people 
from the Wedlock of Strangers, and endea- 
voured to order and compoſe all things after 
the Preſcript of Divine Law ; but that the 
Law it ſelf, and the whole Sacred Scripture 
might be extant amongſt the people of God in 
the genuine and pure Integrity ; and that 
there might be a difference between the Wri- 
tings of many falſe Prophets, and the Books 
of the true, and whatſoever ſpot by Oy 
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of the incommodirtes of their long Captivity 
had blemiſhed the holy Letters, might be ſtrip- 
ped off, there was great need of mature Ad- 
vice, of the provident care of Learned men, 
exerciſed pericctiy in the reading of the $a- 
cred Scripture, and of the vigorous aid of 


many Aſliſtants, To this purpoſe he had | 
with him Divine Collegues, endued with a F 
propherick Spirit; Haggeam, Malackias, Ne- ® 
hemias, whoſe fervent and moſt ardent affe- # 
ion is teſtified openly by their Holy Ser- | 
mons; He had with him thar moſt valiane | 
Leader Zorobabel, whoſe Stock and Vertueis | 
ennobled by the Genealogy of our Saviour | 
Chriſt : He had with him che High Prieſt þ 


Feſchna, and other Chief Prieſts and Levites , 


the companions of Zorobabel their Leader our ; 
of Babylos, and he had alſo all that were Pil- | 


lars of Piery among all the people. Theſe 


were the men deſigned for the Settlement of | 
Religion, not only for the preſent time, bur 


for the eternal benefit of Polterity, from 
whom they knew the gift of Prophecy was 
now departing. {ap. 10. 


_ 
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XX X11. 


In this Synod they thought it not ſufficient 
to have delivered the Sacred authenitick books 
unto the Church, bur the manner alſo how 
to read them cleerly, and expound them, was 
moſt prudently preſcribed. - It appeareth by 
the learned Hebrews expolition of that place 
in Nehemiah, chap. 8. verſ. 8. (Sothey readin 
the Book un the (ight of all the people, and gave 
the ſenſe, and cauſed them tn anderſtana the 
reading) that in the publick Synagogue they 
read firſt the Text of the Book of the Law, 
in Hebrew , diſtin&tly and underſtandingly, 
according to the pauſes, and then explained 
it in the Chaldee, which was now the vulgar 
Tongue of the people, brought from Babylon. 
This Reformation of the Sacred Scripture by 
Ezra was not unknown to Tertulliay, a moit 
Srave Writer of the firſt Antiquity in the 
Chriſtian Church , for in his Book De Had. 
Mul. he ſaith, After the overthrow of Jeruſa- 
lem by the Babylonians, z:t :s certain that all 
the Inftruments;of the Judaic Literature were, 
reſtored by Ezra, (hryſoſtome alſo aſcribeth 
unto Ezra the ſame work, where he writeth, 
Attend and Learn Gods mercy to us of old ; He 
3»:ſpired Moſes, and he wrote the Tables of 


Stone ; 
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Stone; He determined him forty days in the 
Mount, ard ag ain ſo mary days, that he mig ht 


owe him the Law, In after times he ſent Pro- aa. 
phets who ſuffered innumerable wrongs ;- War Boe 
ruſhed 1, it conſumed all ſorts of men, the Roſy 
Books were burnt in the Fire, But agajn he in- NWTel 
ſpired another man, that ke might repair thoſe Wonl 
admirable Scriptures, I mean E1td, and ena- Wwer 
bled him to compoſe the Law anew out of their pla 
Reliques, &c, How. $. in Epift, a1 Hebr, fBod 
Cap. 1. phe: 
I par 

KXXI10 int 

wh 


). Now and henceforth were the Founda- FPro 
tions of the Maſoralaid ; the work was begun I 2 

in the partition of the Sacred Books, in the, 1 
diſtin&tion of the Text into greater Sections, | ting 
andinto Verſes, and in thedinumeration of I any 
them, as alſo of the Letters, leaſt one Prick | the 
or Tittle might afterward be changed or loſt. | #7 
For firſt, having conſtituted rhe number of | oxce 
Canonical Books, and reduced them into one Int 
body of Scripture, they divided. it inro.three || Pro 
principal parts, viz. INN, the Law, D'N'I1, ff Ag: 
the Prophets, and D'VNA, the holy Writings I phet 
or Hagiographa, This Diviſion was taken no- | bar] 
tice of by our Saviour, and declared in that || pre 
ſaying of his; Al things muſt ve foifiles the 
which 


CS 
GO 
an. 
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which were written m the Law, and Th the Pro - 
phet's and 11 the P[. almes Concerning me, Lac.» &. 


414, where the Pſalmes are pur for all the. 


Books in that part entitled H ag rographa, our 
of which alſo ſome things are cited in the new 
Teſtdtnentas tulfilled, Elſewhere he named 


only two parts: The Law and the Prophets 


were until John, Luc.16. 16, Andin another 
place a whole part of Scripture is ſet for one 


Book of that part, as, It zs written inthe Pro: 


phets, Mark,1. 2. 7o. 6. 4 5. That is, in that 
part of Scripturg which contains the Prophets 
in that Volumne of the Prophets. For that 


which was Cited, was not written in all the 


Prophets , butin one ofthem , the firſt in 
Mal.3.1. the other in 1/4. 54.13, Thus, 
is this diviſion ufuallin the moſt antient wri- 
tings of the Hebrews, In the Maſora, when 
any-word is found only thrice, and that in 
the three parts of Scripture, then they ſay : 
ye meet with it three times, once in the Law , 
once inthe Prophets, once in the Hagiographia, 
In the Talmud:fs, one binds np the Law , the 
Prophets and the Hagiographa into one Book, 
Again, T hey. brought unto us the Law, the Pro- 
phets, the Hagiographa bound tnto one. Bara- 
bathra fol. 13. 2. Elias Lewita in the third 


preface to his Maſoreth, where he ſpeaks of 


the men of the great Synagogue , and their 
y ar 


la- 
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thus: For all the twenty four Books -were 
not bound up together , bat they ( the Men of 
the great Synagogue ) conjoyned them , and 


phets, and the Hagiographa, DN Nin 
DN Cap. I. 


XXXIV. 


diverſity of the matter and the Hiſtory , was 


Prophets, and D'ININ DNL the latter 
Prophets, The former are four 1n number , 
which are named under the title of the Books 
of Joſhua, . Fudges, Samuel and , Kings, or 
ſo called becauſe in thefe Books it is treated 
of the firſt Prophets. In theſe, Samet was 
reckoned at firſt for one Book, and the Kings 
likewiſe for one; whichafrerwards were di- 
ſinguiſhed into two. Hence Samwel is called 
aProphet, asinthat, He gave them Judges 
until Samnel the Prophet, Act.13. 20. The 
latter Prophets are alſo four;1ſarah, Feremab, 


nA 


labour in reſtoring of the Scripcure , writes 


made three parts of them , the Law ; the Pro- 


4 Theſe three parts were afterward divided 
/ into others, The Law , aGcording to the | 


ſubdivided into five Books , which are en-'| 
titled by US , Geneſis , Exodus , Leviticus » © 
Nambers, Denternomy, The Prophets were || 
ſubdivided into PMNUNY D'NM41, the former | 


Ezekiel, Daniel, and the Twelve Leſſer. Theſe 


 &ors, Thoſe erght Prophets were bound 1n bne ; 


| mer and ſo many latter before menticned, as 


| ten by the Holy Spirit, WT IMA, that is by 


a 
MASORA, 35 


laſt were united in one Book, that they mighe 
not be in danger by their ſmalneſſe to be loſt. 
Hence is that to be taken, eA@. 7.42. As 
it rs written in the Book. of the Proph:ts , that 
1s, of the leſfer Prophers, towit, Amos 5, 25. 
and hence alſo we read in the brow Do- 


Barabathra fol. t3,2. tOwit, the four for- 


the Commentator there explains, The reſt 
of the Books are the Hagrographa , and they 
were ſtiled in the Hebrew DI" writings 
by a Synecdoche, in aſmuch as they were Writ- 


immediate inftin& of be Holy Ghoſt, and 
not by a Prophetick ſpiric, or by Prophecy 
properly ſo called. So Dare! and Efraare 
accounted as it were Hiſtorical,compoling the 
Hiſtory of the Church by divine inſtin&; whi- 
ther alſo pertain the Paralipomena or Chroni- ? 
cles, whoſe Author Eſra is ſuppoſedto have * 
been. David and Salomon have written , 
molt part, things belonging unto.piery; and FH: 
manners, and DoQtin in adverſity and  pre- WW 
ſperity,; albeit they have Propherical matters, Nik - 
David eminently , often times intermixed. Win 4 
The five ſmall Books , which they call, UnDn 11 
FR are likewiſe judged as DidaRiical and m_ 
D 2 I; 


LY 


wart note [2 


Ad. 


hiſtorical, The Hagiographa therefore at 
feſt were accounted nine Books, Pſalmes , 
Proverbs , fob , Canticles , Eccleſiaſtes 
Efther , Daniel , Eſra , Chronicles: where 
Eſra comprebends alſo Nehemiah, 'and the 
two Books of Chronicles are taken for one. 
The Book of Rath was referred to the Book 
of Judges , for the continuation of the Hiſto- 
ry, andthe Lamentations to Jeremy for the 
ſame . Authors ſake, According to this di- 
ſtinion , the Books of the Bible in all were 
computed two and twenty , agreeable to the 
numberdf the Hebrew Letters, Cap. Ir. . 


XXXV. 


Afcer that they had defined and-diftributed 
the Canonicai Books _ the Men of the great 
Synagogue further conſidered of the confor- 
mity ofthe Tex: , andthe verity and variety 

_ of the reading. Here firſt of all the Text was 
diſtinguiſhed into Verſes, Notes of diſtinCti- 
on beings added *, which they called P\O 
PID9 becauſe there: was the end 'of every 


| Verſe. For' the Hebrews conceive , that 


3 


all the Scripture-texr beforewas bur as 1t were 
one Verſe, without any notes of diſtinQion; 
even as it 15 this day, all their Books, except 
= very 


4% 


{4 


v 


k 
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very ſeldome , andalmoſt only in the great- 
er Sections and Parts, do not uſediſtinRive 
Poinrs , but ſignifie Mew Part, Seton or 
matter of diſcourſe , by larger Writing of 
the firſt Word, And that rill ch2 time of this 
Council or great Synagogue the Text of 


Scripture was without Notes of diſtin&ion of 
the Verſes, the Fews prove out of the Sacred 


'Book of the Law , writen after the antient 


manner, into a great form xouled up, keptin 
their Synagogues in a Sacred Cheſt for publick 
ſolemn Readings on Sabbath dayes and other 
Feſtivals ; which is ſtill to be ſeen without 
thoſe Notes of Verſes-, and without the 
Points of Vowels and Accents , according to 
the form of che firſt exemplar written by Mo- 
ſes , and given to the people of 1/rael , as 
themſelves affirm. Bur that the whole Law - 
was written without any diſtin&ion of words, | 
without any ſpace interpoſed, that the whole - 
Text was asit were one Verſe or one Word, : 
1s$42 yain fittion of the Kabbalits, Now, if 
the Hebrew Text was diſtinguiſhed into Ver- 
ſes by the Men of the great Synagogue , why 
have not the /[xx. Greek Interpreters, pru- 
dent Elders, born Jews , the chiefeſt learned 
Men , moſt obſervant of their Law, retained 
chat diſtintion in their Traſlation ? + The 


' Anſweris, thatthe difference of Verſes, as 


D3 al- 


""Y 
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alſo of innumerous other places in that verſi- 
on, is not from thoſe farſt Interpreters, but 
from the Tranſcribers# who ſometimes con- 
joyned, ſometimes divided the ſentences, as 
their Pen ran, and their mind was either 
more or leſſe intent, which in great and long 
works uſually happens. * Beſides, who can 
E certainly affirm, or believe, that the preſent 
Greek verſion is altogether the ſame, which 
thoſe firſt interpreters with ſo great labour 
framed ? What made ſome ofthe moſt pious 
and-moſt learned Fathers in the Primitive 
Chriſtian Church ſo often to complain of that 


ſo many new ones in the Greek 2 Why did 
ſome ſo religiouſly embrace , and ſo much 
commend the verity of the Hebrew Text ? 
Cap. 11. 


-KRE-FT, 


After the diſtinQion of the Verſes by the 
men of the Great Synagogue, they took in- 
to conſideration the ſingle Words, and there- 
10 they had adouble care, one reſpeRed the 
writing of them by naked Conſonants , the 
other the reading of them and pronunciation 
by the Letters and Vowels jointly, In the 


writing of the Words by the Letters , they 
mf EN _ 


- 


Tranſlation > What moved them to ſet forth : 


MASOR A, 39 


i- | conſulted with the Authentick Copies of the 

oo firſt Authors, as many.as were then extant in_ 

1 their hands, orelſe followed the fidelity of il A 
'S | other Copies moſt approved, and moſt in I} || 
r E number; whether the Words were Written a - 
þ according to the Native propriety of their WIN 2 
n Origination;what words with what quieſcent Wil - 
It Letters were written fully , and what defe- RUIN 
it | Rively; whatLetters and Words were writ- THIN H- 
Ik ten abundantly, and not read , or on the 

S | contrary , what were read , and not. writ- 


© | teninthe Text; or what were written in this 
tC manner, and read in another ; as the Church 
a had obſerved it continually from the time of 
d | -Moſes, Of all which particulars , the lear- 
1 | ned and s$kilfull then were able to GIVE AC- 
J count,and there were myſtical reaſons, known 
tothem , but among the poſterity , through 
the moſt grievous calamities of after-times, 
forgotten. Now, if this part of Critical learn- 
ing belongs to the Maſora, and thence by all 


| they are ſtiled Maſoreths who were the Au- hal 4 
thors of it, then none can deny- but the firſt Wl Sp 
Maſoreths werethe Men of the great Syna- Rl 8 8 


SOgue? Cap, IDs 
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4+ A Second care of theſe Maoforeths, was a- 
* bout the reading and pronouncing of the 
Words, together with the Vowe!ls and Ac- 
cents ; of them alſo particularly were writ- 
ten Maſoretic Notes, Bur whether the men 
of the great Synagogue here firſt invented 
the Points of Vowelsand Accents , or perfe- 
Red them being invented by other , or being 
negleRed or diſuſed, reſtored them, and took 
care that a Maſora ſhould be alſo written of 
them, this cannot ealily be ſaid nor proved. 
Laſtly, theſe men not content with all this, 


numbred the Letters, Words arid Verſes in E: 
every Book, chat irmight be known , what in; 
-Letter, what Word, what Verſe wasin the *| he 
mid{t of every one; what Word did but once | fa 
occur , and therefore did eaſily admin ſome th 
error or corruption 4 what words more of- E 
ten, and how many times they were read 7 
under this or that form - and infinite other E7 
things of like nature , touching the explicax C 
tion of the Holy Text, did they deliver, that v 
ſo they might fence it about » aSit were, and A 
preſerve it from corruption. And fromthis | « 
part of their Office, whith was employed in / 
numbring of the Words, they were KY cal- g 


led 


- - 


led Sopherim, i,e, Numerators, from 190 
go number ,\and to-celebrate their Antiquity 
and their Excellency the T almudi/ts call them 
the Antients and the Firſt, uſing this of thoſe 
admirable men : The E logy heart of the An: 
tieuts was likg the Gate of the Porch to the T enp- 
ple 3 but the heart of the Latter, like the eye 
of -a Needle, Lib. 119, Eribbim, . Cap, 5, 
Cap. 11. 4G ll 


XX XVII : 


| Asafore Num.6. two Authorities of Abes, 4. 
Ezys, and Elias Levita, were alledged touch= 


ing the Authors of the Maſora; 1o likewiſe 


here ſhall we bringin the Teſtimony of ſome- 
famous Hebrews, to confirm this which is 


the more current opinion : KR. Gedalia in his 
Catena Kabale, fol, 21, writes, Behold the 
men of the great Synagogue have ſet forth ma= 


ny new Con3titutions for th: good of the whole 


Captivity, as the diſtinflion of Verſes, the di- 
verſity of reading. and writvig, the full words 
and the defeflive; the Sefttons cloſe and open, 


the Letters preatev aud leſs, the eAccents and 
Vowel points; My mind gives me that all were 
grven to Moſes from Mount Sinai, but poffertty 


WAS 


Wa, 
£& 
24 
b 
I 
% £23 T 
Z LS 
. p 4; 
. «va nr, rye , 
_ ET EEY mens wy 
bo EEE a —_— -\ 
wn 
«4; 3% 0 = 
- f , be | 
I Ps Ts > IE PIR Res ey AR: 
. I TI es -—_ 7. 2 —— _—_— 
- - of "OR _— 4 
4 _- a - > 
4; s a" —_— E 
Ee py 0 + wh. LS 
je yy LA 
L# : ; 
"4 
ud «X- CE 
nn RES P, 
LY — 


CD TIE CSC a rar pets any, 4 ws 
- —— oP Wren - eo Mana 
"- '- 
= Eg 


\ re 2 "S4,* 
4 
CR OE EOY 


oy - 
® 4 on _- 
toon oo 7 6 YU ee roared ge Hoop arioes ww AO re ne —— — 
Mtg . . a 
4 4. R 
- js EY > _ 
- w 3 - Rh Ms 4 A 
ar was _ N 5; _ tw MPR” He - cs 
h + 


15 - ESI 
$1.5 TP 


| *. | 
# MASORY 


was forgetful of them; or that they were gives 
- » andeed to Moles, not that they ſhould be commit- 
red to writing; bnt theſe Princes (the men of 
the Great Synavogue) wrote them all down and KK © 
communicat:d them to all Iſrael, Don Iſaac 
Abarbinel, inthe Preface to his Nachale eAb- 
þ-th, writes, Ezra likewiſe taught Iſrael the 
Paints, Accents, and euds of the Verſes where- 
by b: direfted them and freed them from all cane 
fufi2n anderror, Ephadicap. 7. of bis Gram- 
-mer writes in this manner ; That moſt Holy 
, man, who was the Head of the Scribes, Ezra 
the Prieſt and Scribe, ſhook his Lap, and ſtrain« 
ed all his Nerves, that he might bring unto order 
what was perverted , ſo did all the Scribes who 
followed him, and correlted th:ſe Books with 
«ll poſſible care, until they left them moſt p:rfelt, 
by numbring the Settions, Verſes, Words, and 
Letters ; the full and defeftiv: Words, the ir 
regular and regular, and [o forth (whence they 
ere alſo ftiled Sophorim, Numberers) and made 
of theſe the Buoks of Maſora, Cap, 11. 


XX XIX, 


MAS OR A. 


43 


XNXXIX.-" t 


, 


This is the common Sentence of the 'He- 


{ brews, that the faſora proceeded from the 
men of the Great Synagogue, and was-not 


unknown to Fl1as, as in his foreſaid third 
Preface he acknowledgeth , Lo, it 8s the opiyon 


' of many, that Erra the Scribe and his Council, 


namely the men of the great Synagoom, made 
the Maſora, the Punttation and Accents upon 


# tb: whole Bibles. Soitis ; and'one ſhall ſcarce 


find any Hebrew or Jew giving his voice for 
Elias, hut on the contrary his reaſons are 
refured by the mdſt Learned Rabbins. Thence 
I fay, from Ezra had the 1a/ora its beginning 
and riſe, and the Vowel-points either, their 
Birth or Renovation ; but I confeſs, the Ma- 
ſors, as a matter of infinite Study, was conti- 
nued by their Succeſſors many Ages, untill it 
Srew up into a great Book, exceeding for its 
quantity the Bibles chemſelves, as Eltas wri- 
reth, who ſaw many Books of the Maſora. 
Well might ſo great a Work and Study, ſo 
infinite and vaſt a Labor, require both a long 
time and many hands, and.thoſe not vulgarly 
learned. Now the circumſtance of time, and 
the holy care avd moſt ardent Zeal of Ezra, 
and the reſt of his Colleagues, toward the Re- 
OE - formation 
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formation of the Church, favour this work 
very much : Heknew by his Prophetick Spi- 
rit, that the laſt of the Prophets inthe Jewiſh 
Church then lived, and therefore nothing was 
more neceſlary, then that the Sacred Scripture 
ſhould be conſervedin ituncorrupied, Their 
prudence and care it was to prevent thecor- 
rypiion by this Critical Labor, whereby the 
rrue and conſtant writing and reading of all 
the words, might remain for ever ; aud in- 
deed they have effected it, as none candeny 
who is throughly acquainted with the Secrets | 
of this Study. Thus much of the Original 
and Authors of the Maſora. Cap, 11, 


X L: 


The Matter of the Maſora, of which it 
confiſteth , are the Critical 6r Cenſorious | FE 
Annotations touching the Hebrew Text of | S 
Holy Scripture, The Texts are reckoned ac- r 
cording to the Verſes,, Words, and Letters ; 
the Verſes are numbred firſt entire through 
the ſeveral Books of the Bible, and in the 
Pentatench of Moſes according to the greater 
Seftions too , which are ſhewed by three 
greater D or D, And withull through the, 
wbole Scripture, the middle Verſe of every 

| Book 
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MASORiadA, a5 
Book is named. all which are ſet down after 
the Text, at the end of every Book, as for 
Example : Gezefis hath 1534 Verſes, and the 
middle Verſe is, And by thy Sword ſhalt thou 
live, Chap. 27. 40. Exodws 1209, the 
middle Verſe; Speak, not evil of the Magi- 
rate, -Chap, 22. 28, Leviticus $59. the 
| middle Verſe, He that toucheth the fleſh of 
| bhimthat hath an Iſſue, Chap. 15,7. Naum- 
bers 1388. the middle Verſe,' And 18 ſhall 
come to paſs that the mans rod whom I ſhall 
chooſe ſhall bloſſom, Chap. 17. 5. Denterone- 
wJ 955. the middle, And thou (halt do accord- 
;ng to the Semtence, Chap, I7. 10, The Sum 
of the Verſes (but miſtaken in all the Books) 
of the whole Pemtateuch, 5845. the middle 
Verſe of the whole Law or Pentareuch, Aud 
be put the Breaſt-Plate upon him, Levit.' $. 8. 


it | The Verſesof the greater SeRtions, &c. This 

us Hedge the firſt Maſorers ſet about the Holy 
of | Scripture, that the Sacred Body thereof might 

c- | not be maimed by the loſs even of one Verſe. 
>; ( ap. 12. | 
5h | 
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XLT, 
| Again, the Verſes were conſidered accord- 
ingto their various affeions in the Words 
and Letters, One Verſe is noted conliſting 
of two and forty words, which have in them 


Lettgrs one hundred and ſixty. Iris read 
fer.21.7. Two Verſes there are in which 


there | is four times JON"1» Ger. 22.7. 1 Reg. 


20.-14+ Three Verſes there are, auch bave 
each Eiginy Letters; one is Num. 36. 8. Three 


| Verſes, in every one is NY? once F and R7Y 


fourtimes, 2s Nam, 11,19, Three have each | | 


FIR thrice, and DN? alſo thrice, - as Exel 


29.5. Three begingand end with. the Divine 
name- V1, which they call NNIN the Me- 
morial of Gods eternal eſſence, as Deut.3 1.3. 
where the Maſora cites the other two. Fh ere 
arefour Verſes, in every one whereof "IN is 
five times, as Exod, 40. 18. Five Verles , 
and in every one.cire, five continued words of 
two Letters, as Ny 17 DI 17 Dl 1 Reg..z. 26. 
where the reſt a7© cited, Ten Verſes, where- 


inare DN") NY! as 1 Reg.7.20. Ten in 


the Law,whoſe firſtand laſt wordis the ſame, 
as Levi, 7-9. Fourteen, which conſiſt only of 
three words, as Gen. 5. 6. Exed.28.13. white 


the- 


M A S O RA. 47 


the reſt are alledged. There are twenty fix 
Verſes, in every of which-are extant all the 
letters of the Alphabet, as Ezek, 38.13.where 
the reft are quoted: among thoſe there is one 
Verſe, which hath not only all the Alpiabec 
fmple, but is enriched alſo with the five final 
Letters, and that is Soph, 3.8. Butlet them be. 1 
ware, who havethe Yence Editions leſt-they \ 
weary themſelves too much in ſeeking forthe } 
Verſes;for,there are in them ſome falleVerſes 
cited, which fault we have amended inour ; 
Edition. Innumerous more of this kind have 
the Maſoreths noted in the examination of the 
Verſes in the Bible, Cap. 12. | 


-X LIL 


In the Words the /aforeths noted, Firſt + 
the genuine writing and reading of them , 
where any diverſity did occur, 2ly, Where 
they were written fully .with the quieſcent 
Letters, or defetively without them. Thirdly, 
Their ſeat and placein the beginning, middle 
or end of the Verſe; and what form they had 
either by themſelves or by reaſon of ſome ac= 
cent, Fourthly , Their ſtruRure and con- 
junction with other words , or compoſition 
with ſervile Letters. Fifthly, Their ſgnifi- 
cation, where was any ambiguity. - Sixthly , 

he They 


—_— 
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48 MASORA,: 
They often noted words different in vowels : 
and accents, where any peculiar obſervation 
or difference ſeemed to require *. And to 
all theſe they added boththe number, how of- 
ten, and the place. where Four” one was ex. 


Rant, Cap.13: 


A-ELILL 


The writing and Reading 18 called by the 


Maforeths NP) NI or IND) NA-when a 


Word was detieemih Written an the Text by 
Letters, and noted in the Margin to be other- 
wiſe read by Vowelsz or when a Word was 
Written abundantly in the Text , and omit- 
ted in Reading; or on the contrary was not | 
written atallinthe Text, and yet was to be 

read: whence aroſe many and various kinds of 
this head. As, ſometimes a Letter was want- 
ing if a Word, ſomtimes it abounded, ſom- 
cifftes'one Letter was changed into another, 
ſomcimes it was tranſpos'd. Likewiſe,in words 
now ſome one was wanting in the Fext,now Tn 
redounded;in this place a word was divided in 


. two, which was-to be read as .onezand on the 


other 'fide, in tharplace rwo written as one, 
which ought to be read divided , and in ſome 


- places alſo aWord was written in'theText, for 


which another Word was co be read. Hence 


Elias Levita faith,;he:obferved all the Words 
which 
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which are of diverſe _ and reading , to 
be in number $48. and of them, ſaith he fur-_ 
ther, 65. areinthe Law , 454. inthe Pro-_ 
| phets, 329- inthe Hagroprapha, But we bave } 1 6, 
| obſerved, that they are. many more, Here : Will 
we ſhall propoſea few; ' in thirteen places "4 
is deficient atthe beginning , in threein the 
midſt, tn rwenty. nine atthe end : So, many 
- other Letters, , N is twelve times written at 
the end of words abundantly, &c, Cap.-1 3, 


XLIV. 


Secondly, Words are ſaid to be written 4. 
fully or defeRively, which are written with 
the Letters ) or ?, or without them; and more 
rarely the ſame is ſaid of Nand gg, as NE\M 
Gey, 1.12. is read in Scripture thrice, twice 
fully, with 1 in the midſt, as in this place, and 


once defeQtively REM without ) in the midſt, } 

| which the Maſora cites out of Rath. 2.8. which - 

| yet at this day in the Printed Books is full, a- | 
Sainſt the Maſora, Alſo, IS") Gen, 2.7, is Wil 

| written fully with a double 1, which they Io 

noted expreſly , for in other places it is al- |} 2 

Wayes JT!) Itisa Rule in Elias Levita, in jy py 

his Aaſoreth, Serm, 1. cap. 1. 3henſoever the NeN. 

full words were more then the deficient , then (|| 
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ent excecded the number of the full, then the full F 


were nambred. (ap. 13. 
A EV.” 


Thirdly, : The pijace of words in the Verſes 
i was noted , and firſt in the beginning of the 
| Verſe, as at VINM Gey, 1, 2. it was noted 
to be eight times the beginning ofa Verſe, 
and the places are quoted, 7) Gen, 1. 30. 
is notedto begin the Verſe four times,and the 
places alledged at the end of Denterozomy. SO 
they noted innumerable other, and eſpecially 
thoſe which do more ſeldom begin the Verſe. 
And very often have they noted certain Par- 
ticles undeclin*d,as WR 78 IR 03.73 52 and 
the like, which alſo ſomctimes chey numbred 
in the (ingie Books of the Bibl-, that the be- 


Sinnings of Verſes might not be changed 3 ſo 


_ TN iscentimes the beginning of the Verſe in 


Deuteronomy, &c, Cap. 13. 
X LVI. 


 Fourthly, The ſtructure is noted in Verbs, 
when a Verb is joyned with a peculiar Noun, 
or witha certain Prepoſition with which ir is 
not wont to be joyned-; as the Verb TN to 


hi ay, with wn for t0 ſay unto God, 1s 


found 


\ 1 "4,404 . 
A : 
- . 


found nine times joyned, and the places are 
cited in the great aſora in the word DN IN- 


So the Verb NY! with ©1n9N3 IN for to 


| fear God, is found ſeven times, and the places 


an, 
t1s 
C fo 

1s 


| arereckoned up in the MaſoraGen, 42:18; 
| The Verb,; &c. Cap.13. 


XLVII. 


Fifthly, The fignificationis noted in ambi- 4 
Suous words 3 as Gen. 6, 11, at the Word 


17Y; tis noted, fix areto ſignify rears , for 
otherwiſe 17v 1S, Aſcend thou, Gey. 19.8. at. 

N'T they note , eight are in a profane or 
common {isnitication , when otherwiſe this 


word ſignifies God. Gen. 30. 24, at QO) the 


Mafora ſayes, eleven arein the fignitication | 


of adding defeRive, beſide three tull, which 
are for the diſtin&ion of the proper name 43 


Foſeph, &c. So, infinite more, which arc of 
ſingular uſe. Cap. 1 3. 


FL V1HT 


Sixthly, The Vowels and Accents are ob- - 


ſerved by the Ffaforeths, Inthe great Ma- 


ſora they name only the Yowels Kamerz, and 
Tzere , where under Kametz, Pathach alſo, 


Ay and under Tzere Segol is comprehended, 


Ea which 


cM ASOR A, 31 
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whick the latter Rabb;s , who colleRted the 

little Maſorg out of the great, for diſtinQion 

ſake have called little Kametz and little Tzere, 

The lntle "Miſora foinerime expreſſerh the 
name of theſe and-certain other Yowels; ſom- 
tirne oniy ſets down the figure, ' For exam- 

ple, Ger. 16. 13. at "NI Ir #5 not extant a- 

ny more with Catephkameqs 3 becauſe they ſaw 

it was irregular,thar ſuch a Vowel ſhould be 
-pht- under a Letter not gattural ,. tro which 
Shepa compounded properly agrees, &c, 

Cap, 13. TT Oe SEA HA 
EE» oC a SS 
4 - A Letter, though the leaſt partofa Word , 
yer the faſoreths thought it not unworthy 
of their diligent care,that not ſo muchas one 
Lettet or Tittle of a Letter might bEloſt or 
| changed. They noced firſt the quality. of Let- 
ters in their Figure, and then the quantity in 
' their number. 

found in ſome without the common uſe either 

greater or leſſe, cither inverted or pointed 
extraordinarily. No doubt, the antient wiſe 

men had juſt and fit cauſes of this diverſity , 
but ſuch as the various diſperſions and moſt 

heavy calamuiries of their poſterity brought in 
to oblivion, orforthe moſt part turned intc 
ſeveral fitions and groundleſſe myſteries.. It 
is well, thoſe divers figures, however , arc 
pref 
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The Figure of Letters was 
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preſerved as Eternal Monuments and Teſti-. 
monies of the antient wiſedom .We will con- 

| tentourfſelves with a taſte, being aſſured thar 
* K the uſe of this writing alſo is moſt antienr, 

* notedin the Maſora long before the time of 
. the Talmud, and not firft invented by the 7;- 
berians who lived after it: for it is mentioned 
inthe Talmud-trat?,* De Scribuc, g, (apr14. 


Ls 


A great Nis extant inthe word D\N Adam, 
| +1 Chrox, 1; 1. that it might be a memorial of 
1 the firſt and only man, from whom the writer 

: there 'intended to deduce the origirial and 


y the Hiſtory of Mankind, Thar it was done 
or | to begin the Book, as ſome will haveir, isthe 
= leſs probable, becauſe that is abſerved very 
in| ſeldomeinthe beginning of other Books. A 
: «| great inthe word FVUN 1» the beginnin 

her Gen.1.1.t0 mind us to conſider the' greatneſs 
reg} 2nd ſublimity ofthe work of creation : which 


is twofold, of the Heaven and ofthe Earth, 
ſignifyed alſo by the numeral value, ofthe 
Letter 3. A great 3 in the word TRNN) 
He ſhall be ſhaven, Levit. 13.33. ſomethink 
it to bea memorial of three that were-bound 
to be ſhaven, aYouth of thirteen year old , a 
Nazarite polluted by the preſence of a <4 
E 2 . bo. 


Ind | 
54 MAS OR At 


- body , 'a Levite, A great in IN op 
Dent. - 6. 4. in that illuſtrious ſentence 
mM, mm wn mm 780! you 


Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God u one Lord, 
In this ſentence the Letrer 1) is alſo a | C 
oreat one: * to' {ignifie that the Eternal Lord | 
1s the onlyGod in the four parts of the world, 
that is, in the whole world, both in heaven 
and earch , and no other Godin any part of | 
the world beſides him, For theLetter 5 ſtands KF. 
for four, The two great Lerttersin this ſen- | 
rence conjoyned make the word W awitzeſſe, 
as if they would thereby ſay unto us, - Hear 
Iſrael and be a witne[s to me, that I have ſeri- 
ouſly admoniſhed thee concerning the one 
true and Eternal God: according to that, F| 
Ye ſhall be my wit? ſſes ſaith the 7,ord, Ifa. 43. | 
10. A greatr? inthe word M17, where '*us | 
ſaid, Do ye thus requite the Lord , Ofooliſh | © 
people and unwiſe? Deat,32, 6, to raiſe the | 
greater admiration , that they ſhould . make 
ſuch an ill requital to that Lord, Faiher, Re-. | 
deemer, Maker, and Governour, by ſhewing || « 
themſelves to their fivefold benetator fve | | 
| 


amd ©. a Gnas Oc @ _aanomAnc vMA TJ > cans O0Þh -._ 


ways (which the lecter 7 does wichall denote): 

wicked and ungrateful,being corrupt, prrverſe, 

crooked , fooliſhand wnwiſe, as all theſe are cx- 
. preſſed in the Text, &Cc. Cap. 14, 


LI. 


j 


contempt ; as alittle 5 in the Word V7, Prov. 
30.15. The Hoyſeleach hath two daughters , 
called Give, Give, The Horſeleach is a Sym- 
bol or ſign of a covertous man ; theireſtate , 
to whom his Daughtersare married,is ſucked 
out and diminiſhed. If at any time he doth 
good to a poor man, he never does it grats , 
but requireth double by his Daughters G:ve, 
Gwe , till the poor man be brought to extre- 
mity ; and this diminution is intimated by the 
{malneſs of the Letter, A litcle Tin the Word 
DIN Prov. 28. i7. A man that dothwiolence 
to the blood of any perſon, to ' ſhew Is miſery 
whois guilty of ſhedding of blood, that heis 
even unworthy of the name of man, A little 
- in the word DN)372 Ge, 2. 4. when they 
were createdgto wit,the Heaven and the Earth 
to declare that all created things ſhall decay 
and periſh;and as the letter conſiſts of broken 
parts, ſo ſhall they be diſſolved. The Hebrews 
affeting myſteries, ſay , a tranſpoſition of 
this letter is intimated, that of DNV2/T21 may 
be made DININ1 for Abrahazr, i, e. for the 
faithful was the world created; for they alone 
praiſe God for his wonderfull works of crea= 


E 4 tion, 


The little Letters ſjgnifie diminution and -4. 
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b rion, &c, But ſome , who have more 
| | chroughly ſearched the letters and numbers , 
© \ havegiven another cauſe of greater and Ieſ- 
| ſer letters, namely, that every ſuch Letter is 
 - theterme or bound of a certain number of 
| letters , either from the preceding preat 
; letter, or the beginning of che book, or ſome 
' other place, heretofore known by a peculiar 

index: as, the little 7 in DNJAN2 Gey. 2. 

is the term of the number fromthe” beginning 
; ofthe Book, to wit, that, the letters hitherto 
/ are 1112, &c. Cap. I5. | 


che, 
a \, 
OM . 
” SY #,—V F* 
LOS - x 
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y Of theletter 1 inverted, faith the Maſora, 
Numb. 10. 35. at the word LDI2 w gomg | 
forward, thereare nin: Verſes wheres: is ſuch a 


ſign of Nun woerted, And the firſt isthis, 
| Anait came to paſs when the Ark'(et forward , 
thai Moſes ſaid, . Riſe up Lord 241d let thine e- 
nemues be |, cattered and let them that hate thee 
flee before thee. Here 2 is conceiv'd to be in- 
verted, to intimate that all the ' enemies of 
Iſrael ſhould ſo be turned back and ' over- 
thrown. The ſecond Numb. 11. 1. And.the 
People complained: where the invertcd Nunis 
a token of the preverſneſſe of the people, in 
the midſt of ſo many fignal deliverances and 
great 
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great bleſſings of God ; bitterly complaining 
and ſhewing their contumacy arid ingrati- 
tude, &C. Cap, 16. 6” | 
EY L1H, 


| _ [Thatthe Afaſoreths might have nothing 
| untoucht , that was pertinent to the conſer- 
vation of the ſacred Text , and rhe notation 
of its genuine form, being thus intent upon 
the work, they eſpyed in che whole Text of 
ſacred Scripture fifteen words, wherein ſome 
one letter or other was noted exiraordinarily 


with certain pricks above, not with Vowels, 


or the notes of Vowels, but Symbolical notes, 
the ſignes of ſome Arcang and ſecret ſenſe. 
the explication whereof. being delivered an 
| propagated Orally, was kpown to thole firſt 
and next following times.,, but among the 
poſterity , by realon of Wars and Perſecuti- 
ons, went out of knowiedpe :into Oblivion. 
Now the Maſoreths ealily judging, they were 
not ſet downin vain by the Antients, but as 
remembrances of ſome point of ſecret wiſ< 
dome, would by no mranes wipe them out 
of the Text, but rather mark chem, thereby 
to hold poſterity to the duty of meditation. 


The pricked words, as I ſaid, are in the whole | 


fifteen, reninthe Law, four in the Prophets, 
"one in the Hagiographa, Firſt is in PIX! 
bh tho : - Gen, 
PÞ- , 30 5nYy 
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Ir. 42, that it is che middle Letter of the 
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58 MASOR 4. 

Gen, 16. 5, The? Lord ſhall julge between me 
avd thee ; the words of Sarah to her husband 
Abraham, The MHaſora noteth there 1s a 
Prick above the latter \, The word PMA jg 
not written fully with both Jods in all the | 
Law, bur in this place : whence the latrer was 
pricked, to mind us, it was not put here in 
Vain, &c.Cap. 17. 
LIV. 


t] 


Next, for the quantity of the Letters, or 
their number, that the Maſorerhs compre- 
hended in a certain number the Letters of all 
the Books of Holy Scripture, is evident 
enough out of ſome Remains to this day ex- 
rant of the Maſora ; for the Iſaſora noteth 
upon the Letter 7 in the word [3 Lever, 


ae A 5M ad (A, bo papa hy A 


whole Pentateuch, or Law , and the Letter y 
in the word WP Pſal $0. 14. is the mids 
dle Letter of the Book of Pſalms. At the 
end of Genes, after tne number of the Yer- 
ſes of that Book, it is added ; and the Letters 
thereof are 4395. which is ro be underſtood 
of the laſt Section of that Book, not of the 
Letters of the whole Book. El:as Levita 
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' Pref. 3. 1. Maſ. writeth, that the Letters of 
- the wholeLaw areSixty thouſand thouſands 
| forty five ; andthere he faith, the Letters of 
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e the firſt Section Bereſhir, are 197 "A which is 
d falſe. we believe they are more then 5000. ; 7 
a We doubt not bur an account was given of the | 
$ number of Letters, in all the Books of the 
e | Bible, thovgh this Maſora is no © brought to - 
S | light, Bur that this pire of tbe Maſoreric \ 
n | Study wis referred into certain places of their 
Books, and ſo delivet ed ito the notice of Po-. 
ſterity, appears by acerianÞ oem, which ina / 
curious MARDET CX11 bites the number, how 7 
r | oftenevery Letterin jhe Aiphzber is contain- 
- | edin the whole Scripcure, Cap. 18, 
Il | 
t LY: 


The Author of thoſe Verſes is affirmed by y o-i7 
Elias to be Raf Saadia Gaon, who was Head 
of the Sorian Academy in Babylon, abour the 
year of Chriſt 927. The Verſes are very dit- 
ficuit, bur this Sum of them here followeth x 
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And: henee it is clearly ſeen, how exceed. 
ing great was the Induſtry of theſe men, how 
laborious their Study, and how much: their 
Zeal, that they might conſerve the Integrity 
of Scripture inviolate, even in the leaft cittle 
ro all poſterity, Cap, 18. ; 


LY; 


We have ſeen the Matter, now for the 
Form of the 4afora , it was at firſt conſigned 
in ſeparate and diſtin Books, but afterward 
the Scribes adjoyned it to the Text by parts, 
but confuſedly and defeRtively. 
Form it ſtood till the publick impreſſion made 
about the beginning of the laſt age by the ſin- 
Sular Study and colt of Dane! Bombergm, and 
by the Aſſiſtance of KR. Facob BenC hajim dl 
Fenice, But notwithſtanding all the diligence 
of the man, the difficulty of the work cau- 


| fedhim to leave innumerous Faults, a good 
part whereof we haye corre&ed in qurEditi- 


01. | Cap. Il'9, | $ 
Ih LVEH. 
The Form and Order of the Mefora in the 


Bibles printed at Fence, is in this fort. Maſora 
is twofold, the Great-and the Little ; the 
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Great Maſora which comprehends all the 
- Critical Learning, with a full enumeration of 


T 


the places of Scriptuge, called 712 MN2 
3s propoſed either ſeparately, without the 


Text of Scripture,inthe end of the Bibles , or 
- jointly with the Text in the higher and lower 


Marginthereof: the one is named F;xal, the 
other Textual, The little Maſora is that 
which is briefly- and ſuccinaly written down 
at the ſide of the Text, in Numeral Letters, 


' in ſhort and Symbolical words, Here is no 


citation of the places, but when a word oc- 
curs twice, which is ſignified by the Letter 
cthen' the other place is noted by a word or 
two annexed to that Letter, A greater num- 
ber ſomerimes is expreſſed in a Symbolical 
Sentence, and in the Chaldee, where the fin- 
gle words denote the ſeveral places of the 
Bible, alledged in the Great Maſora, This is 
the Form, Cap. 19. _ 


L VIII. 


We conclude with the end of the Maſora, + 


This the more Sound and Learned Hebrews 
have excellently obſerved, 'that the Maſorais 
a ſure Safegard and Defence of the Sacred 
Text, to this end ſet round abour it, to ſecure 
and: keep it ſafe againſt all Errors, Here is 

pertinent 


\ 


pertinent what the wiſe Coſr: ſaid ro his Anta- 
Soniſt, obje<Cting that the Study of the Maſe- 
reths wis piaced MINT "N34 7 an unlawful 
ani unpreoitable work: Bat faith he, T heir Study 
was 1h ſuch anunprofitable Work, with which ws 
yoyned the conſervation of the Lay, that there 
mg ht never b. occaſion of chan ging any thing, 
there, To che ſame purpoſe 1s chat of the 


wile Ab Ezra, Certainly a great Reward ts. 


du: :3 th: Anthors of the Maſoreth, who are 4s 
it were the Keepers of tle City-Walls, for by 
their exdeayor 'perfijteth the Law of the Lord, 
' ard the Hoy Books iniheir Form, without any 
aad.tion or detraftion : And that of Elias Le- 
vita, «After the L:bour performed by the Ma- 
ſocreiits, it is impoſrible that any change at all 
in ay. Books of Scripture hath happened hereto- 
fore, or can hereafter happen, Thar of R: Fa- 
coh Ben { hajim is not to be omitted, who in 
is Preface to thoſe great Bibles, after he had 
deciar=d largely the uſe of Maſora, ſaith, Had 
not the men of the Great Synagogue bin, who re- 
SFored th: ( rown (of the Law) to its anthent 
ſplendor (as it 1s written, - So they read in the 


Book of the Law of God diſtin&ly, and gave 


the Senſe. and cauſed them to underitand 


the teading, Nehem, 8.8.) We had walked 
mn the dark, and bin as blind men, and had not 
had o:e Book, correfted, nor a Copy of the Law, 

VP FEISEIY Zu whereon 


/ 


ERR OL AT ERS rs Ts —<e AMA 


= 20. 


> 
" 5 4 : .o ra # 5% 
, 7 he Wt — Ly PL't ""% 

p * 

>. . "8 np » 
TS 
5 
I 


a 


whereon we might rely. Thus'the Jews. Cape. 


" . 
fs ' 
as" Fa 


£ 
of « 
4 
4 4 6.4 +2 
i . 
K-.1 
{4 


4 LY 


"The ſame hath been acknowledged by + 


Chriſtians , as many as have attained to any 
better knowledge of this Art, Beredrlius Ar 
as Montanus, in his Preface diſcourting of the 
various Reading in the Hebrew Books , and 
the way and uſe of the Maſorerhs; Great, ſaith 
he, was the Religion, and great the care of the 
antient 1ſraelites in the conſervation of the Read- 
ing of the Holy Bocks: and that treaſury an- 
truſted by Gd and commended tethem ( wherem 
were contained the myFReries of eternal life) was 
efteemed worthy of all therr diligence , ro keepat 
ſo,that by no meants any one word of it or ſo much 


as the leaſt tittle might be impaired. Hugh 


Broughto» an Engliſh man upon the g. of 


Dans. ſaith, Ther ;s owe ſort of great renown, the 
Maſorites, whoſe d;ligexce preſerves the Hebrew 
Text ſafe and / ound for ever, and Nicholas Fal- 
ler in his Miſcell, Theol, 1.3. Cc. 13. Tothisend 
that the Hebrew truth might - be kept involate , 
Was excogiiated by the mot expert Jewiſh Mas 
fters a certain ſubtile and euctous Art , which 
they called NDP | that is, a tradition, of the 
moiſt accurate way "of delivering thrmgb the 
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hands of thoſe who do ſucceed, the Canon of Hol ; 
« © Scripenre, alwayes-plite and perfet. By the b 


Ss” 
nefit whereof they exaGly know , and have rhe | 
:nmber of, not the wor4z.only but the very Letters « 
too, Sothat, not the leaſt change can be made by 
any either unlearned, or raſh of neo! reent hand, 
but it 18 deprehenaed preſently, whence it 1s fitly 
Filed by chem MV 3D. @ the hedge or mongd + 
of the Old Teſtament, to kgep off thence all cor- 
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ruption and depravation; Cap. 20, 
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| wo cerning the Author, Matter, Form, End of 
the Maſora, I will cloſe up theſe Colle&idns 
with. a ſaying of Pliny uſed by my Author ; 
Optima gueque malunt contemnere plerique quam 
diſcere, Very many there are who had rather de- 
ſpiſe the moſt excellent thmgs, then take the pains 
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to learn them. 
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